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email: 7cdg@qlink.queensu.caEssay Writing An essay is a literary composition. The purpose of a good formal essay is to try out an idea, thesis, or opinion, within the confines of a proper literary composition. To do this successfully one must know their topic, formulate a thesis, and finally write the essay. For some, the prospect of having to write a formal essay can be dreadful. Essay writing, however, is made easy when one realizes that it is a logical process that can be broken down into simple steps. The first step to undertake is to become well informed about the topic of the essay. To some educators, there are only three steps to essay writing; research, research, and more research. By researching a topic in depth, one develops a working knowledge of it. Being comfortable with the topic is invaluable when it comes time to write. It also helps to avoid the inclusion of information which, to the educated reader, will contradict the thesis of the essay. The research itself can come in many forms. For example, sources might include text books, other writings, interviews, videos, C.D. ROM, or even the world wide web (internet). A good researcher varies his/her methods of gathering information to suit the topic and in order to be thorough. Research is very important because without it, one can be almost certain that their formal essay will be flawed. Researching a topic not only provides evidence with which the author can support his essay, but it should also cause the researcher to start formulating an opinion about their topic. When this has happened they need to communicate it clearly on paper in the form of a thesis statement. The length of a thesis statement coincides directly with the size of the project one is involved with, but nonetheless it must state a view which allows for the development of thought within the body of the essay and is arguable. The thesis one devises will often need to be altered as research continues. In the end, however, it will serve as the major source of organization for the essay. In essence, once a thesis is arrived at, much of the hard work connected to writing a formal essay is finished. 
All that remains now is to write an essay which uses a strong thesis statement for direction, and which proves that thesis, utilizing a variety of forms of evidence to do so. The essay must be written using proper English language and mechanics. Failure to do this will cause a reader difficulty in accepting what the author has to say; why believe what someone has to say if they don’t even know how to communicate properly? It is also important to try and use a variety of forms of proof. This aids in convincing a reader that an essay’s core idea is correct. Consider things like historical and literary references, evidence from sources of authority, and verifiable facts, among other possibilities. Keep in mind that the main reason for writing a formal essay is to try out and idea by trying to convince others of its validity. There are many things that go into the writing of a good formal essay, and these are merely the basics. Yet, they must be appreciated before one can even consider refining their writing skills. Through research, the formulation of a good thesis, and proper writing skills, anyone can write a convincing formal essay.
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