School Views Essay, Research Paper 
Students in America need a good education to keep our economy strong, and school is the best place to get it. Whether someone attends a private, public, or home school, they’re all going to get an education, and that is what is important. 
However, there are certain factors that can detract from a student’s ability to learn and perform in school. 
An overemphasis on sports is one of these. I know this is a tired subject and should have been buried long ago, but I cannot help but mention it. Some schools have a tendency to play favorites with big sports stars. While everyone sees this as wrong, everyone also does it. Whether or not it is a conscious decision is another matter altogether. 
But it always seems that some students get the short end of the stick in certain areas (schoolwork, disciple, etc.) while others are given break after lucky break. 
Do the athletes (or whoever the favored group may be, as is the case) deserve this? By participating in some activity, are the suddenly more valuable as a person? No. 
But the fact of the matter is, this has been going on and will likely continue until the next Ice Age. 
The only thing students can do is to try and point out the inequalities and force administrators and teachers to be a little fairer in their application of the school rules. 
However, this is not the only barrier students must face in their daily struggles to learn. Apathetic students and teachers present a considerable barrier. 
The only course of action here is to work around the problem students and teachers, and try and learn as much as possible. If a teacher cannot adequately teach their subject, help from other teachers in the same area or other students might be needed. If a teacher refuses to teach their subject, go and talk to your principal. No student should be forced to try and learn without the guidance of a teacher. 
But the barrier that takes the proverbial cake is administrators acting like gods upon their high thrones and lording their power over students. 
Students cannot be expected to learn where ideas are not freely discussed, nor is freedom of thought allowed. 
I can recall when a principal at my school once told teachers, “You are not to discuss the Columbine incident AT ALL.” 
Keeping students ignorant and sheltered from the world is a disastrous course of action. A primary purpose of education is to prepare the students for life in the real world, and this cannot be done if the “real world” is not discussed. 
In the real world, teachers and administrators cannot be there to look over the students’ shoulders and assist them in every little way. The students will be on their own. 
So how does one train a student for this? How can this immense responsibility be taught? 
Unfortunately there is only one way to teach responsibility, and that is to let students have it. If they make a mistake, they must suffer the consequences and learn from that mistake. A student cannot learn what it is like to be independent without given some measure of independence first. 
However, too many administrators are of the view that giving students control will lead to disaster. Yes, some students would not be able to handle this freedom, and that is why a punishment system exists. 
But the thing is, the students who can handle this freedom are denied it. How can these students be expected to survive college and the rest of their lives without learning some measure of what the real world is like? 
Sadly though, a change in this area comes grudgingly. Administrators and teachers are lax to give up any small parsec of control. 
It is true that power corrupts. 
Perhaps it is time we stopped giving these people so much power, and letting our students finally do what they entered the doors of school for- to learn.
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