Seatbelts Essay, Research Paper 
Censorship in Society 
If our society decides to have censorship, we compromise our freedom of speech and are left with the chore of deciding where to draw the illusive and unstable line between what should be censored and what should not. When the issue of censorship needs to be addressed question arise such as Who will enforce it? and Who will decide what is right ? 
Ironically, the people who censor materials to protect the common people do not have the common persons best interest in mind. It is the people in power who censor to protect and impose the views of a small percentage of society on the masses. Censorship will never reduce oppression and domination, but add to the problem, as people are left inane and ignorant. Censorship will never give people comfort and security for it is often hypocritical and in many times creates conflicts of interest. Violent and sexually explicit material are tolerated in our mainstream society to a certain degree. Images of rape and torture are tolerated within this section of our society within certain circumstance. The rape of the Sabine Women, the Martyrdom of St. Agathe and the Crucifixion of Jesus Christ are pictures which many artists throughout history have depicted and are consistently shown within art museums. While these are being represented in many places, a work of art, which challenges our modern culture, will face resistance and censorship due to homophobic, sexist and racist reactions. You can go many places and it is easy to find degrading images of women in porn magazines to mainstream advertising. Why government bureaucrats get to see material that they forbid the rest of us to see is outrageous. Not only do they not have to pay for the material in question; we actually pay them to see it. 
If the rational for censorship is that “obscene” material automatically corrupts minds and produces anti-social behaviors, then what is the same material doing to the minds of Canada Customs officers and other people in power? Many bookstores have taken a stand against censorship, including many gay and lesbian bookstores. These places come under hard times for they are constantly under attack by police and Canada customs. What makes the targeting of Canada’s gay and lesbian bookstores particularly offensive, is that those people who would be offended by the material in question are not likely to be shopping at one in the first place. 
Although censorship may be ignorant and barbaric, it has always been a part of civilization. In days of the Nazis and in earlier years, people resorted to book burning when books were handwritten and very few copies existed. Book Burning would be a shocking thing to see at the present time, so other methods have been brought into practice. 
To be effective, censors have found devious ways to restrict access to publications, which are deemed offensive and dangerous, and have sadly succeeded. Because of this, many authors books have been wrongly banned often because of sexual and political reference. Amazing minds such as Noam Chomsky and D.H. Lawrence have had their books banned periods of time when the public should be engrossed in this knowledge. In the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms, it states that everyone has, freedom of thought, belief, opinion and expression, including freedom of the press and other media of communication. The people in power have bent and broken this freedom so often and extensively that it has became commonplace in today s society. The problem is not that there is too much information, it is that there is not enough. When our government imposes the iron hand of censorship, the most important things are left in the dark and left out of the picture. The things effecting the population the most are banned, seized, and burned; this does not help anybody and only creates confusion and conflict. 
The problem that today s society has is that we don t take control. What is wrong with the music some people listen to or the movies they watch or even the pictures people look at. Is it that big of a deal? What is going to happen in the future when there is nobody to stop it or even control it. 
I think that there are better things for the government to be doing with our tax money instead of figuring out what people should see and/or not see. If people are offended by things then they can change it themselves. If they don t want their kids to be exposed to these things then keep them away from it. Censorship needs to be taken care of by the people not by the government. 
A five year old child should not be witnessing Freddy hack off human extremities with chain saws and axes. This is where the parents should be stepping in, to filter out what their kids are taking in. Certain programs are oriented to different age groups and viewing should be controlled, not removed through censorship. People are smart enough to make decisions for themselves. It is time to start acting that way in this society.
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